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ORDINANCE C-14-21 
 

 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 1131.03 AND 1137.05 OF THE  
CODIFIED ORDINANCES TO DEFINE “PRIVACY FENCE” AND RESTRICT THEIR USE 

 
 WHEREAS, privacy fencing has become a challenging zoning issue that directly impacts the health, 
safety and welfare of the community; and 
 

WHEREAS, numerous homeowner associations have home owner rules, deed restrictions and 
regulations inconsistent with the existing Code, creating confusion and lack of understanding of the fence Code; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the materials and form of fencing constructed within the City has an appreciable impact 
on property values and aesthetic quality of development within the City; and 
 

WHEREAS, the current Code for fencing was adopted January 20, 1975 and Ordinance C-47-19 was 
adopted on October 7, 2019 to amend Section 1131.03 of the Codified Ordinances to define “Stockade or 
Palisade Fence” but did not restrict its use within the City; and 
 

WHEREAS, there is a desire to enforce stricter standards in the City to ensure high quality development; 
safer fencing requirements and more appealing neighborhood aesthetics. 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GROVE CITY, 

STATE OF OHIO, THAT: 
 

SECTION 1. Sections 1131.03 is hereby amended to add the following in alphabetical order with all 
numbering to be adjusted accordingly: 

 
(54) “Privacy Fence” means a barrier designed to inhibit public view and provide seclusion and, 

when viewed at right angles, having more than 50% of its vertical surface area closed to 
light and air, constructed of wood conditioned for exterior use, vinyl, stone or masonry. 

 
SECTION 2. Section 1137.05(c) is hereby amended, in part, as follows: 
 

(c)    No fence on any lot, except a privacy fence, shall be erected more than five four feet (60 48 
inches) in height above the plane of the finished grade of a lot at the location of the fence on the lot 
except screening or privacy fences. The height of a screening or privacy fence shall not exceed the height 
of six feet (72 inches). A screening or privacy fence shall be constructed of wood conditioned for exterior 
use or chain link with metal slabs of one color A privacy fence shall only be located in a rear yard of 
a property in a Residential District and shall not encroach on any No Build Zone, No Disturb 
Zone, Tree Preservation Zone or in any applicable setbacks. A privacy fence shall not exceed 36 
feet in length, on each side, extending from the primary structure and shall not exceed 48 feet in 
length at the rear of the property parallel to the primary structure.  Privacy fences shall not be 
used to enclose the entire perimeter of the property, unless required in Chapter 1136.  



 
SECTION 4. This ordinance shall take effect at the earliest opportunity allowed by law. 
 

                                                                                   
        Christine A. Houk, President of Council 
 
Passed:                                                                                    
        Richard L. Stage, Mayor 
Effective:    
    Attest:                                                                                
        Tami K. Kelly, MMC, Clerk of Council 
I certify that this  
ordinance is correct as to form.                                                                              
        Stephen J. Smith, Director of Law 












