CITY OF GROVE CITY, OHIO

COUNCIL MINUTES
“ebruary 22, 2021 Lands & Zoning Committee Meeting

The Lands & Zoning Committee meeting of Council was called to order by Chair Schottke at 6:30
p.m. by a virtual Webex connection due to the Coronavirus-19 pandemic, as temporarily permitted by the
State.

Roll was called and the following members were present:
Roby Schottke Aaron Schlabach Christine Houk Randy Holt  Ted Berry

1. Mr. Schottke welcomed members of the Planning Commission who were able to join and turned the
meeting over to Ms. Shields, Dev. Dept., for a presentation.

Ms. Shields provided an overview of the Zoning Code rewrite project. She explained that the purpose is
to modernize the Zoning Code and consolidate standards. She said there are many goals from Grove
City 2050, the Sustainability Plan, and the Town Center Framework that are addressed in these zoning
code changes. She shared that getting the public comfortable with the changes and providing input will
be crucial since it would rezone the entire City. Therefore they want to engage with the public through
virtual meetings, an interactive webpage, etc. The next steps of moving forward will be to discuss signs
with Chamber of Commerce and hold work sessions with Council.

Ms. Shields explained the amendments throughout Title I and provided insight on the reasoning for such
changes. The main departures from the current code is that lot splits would be approved administratively
by Development Department staff and minor site plans and conditional uses would be approved by
Planning Commission rather than Council. She explained that ‘Conditional uses’ differs from our
current special use permits in that they are dependent on the district in which they are conditionally
permitted.

Mr. Schottke expressed his confusion on the wording and definition of a “minor site plan”. Ms. Shields
shared that this is a new process meant to catch the small site plans that are more than a Certificate of
Appropriateness, but does not constitute a full Development Plan. Mr. Berry voiced concern for this
proposal because there would be no second look by Council nor the community and feel that could be a
problem. Ms. Houk and Mr. Smith ensured that anything that is approved could be appealed by
Council.

Ms. Shields continued through Title II. She said all zoning classifications would be changing and all
properties would be rezoned to the districts they believed to be most compatible with the current zoning
districts. She explained that the Town Center Form-Based Code proposal, which is graphically based
and designed around how a building relates to the public realm, may need its own meeting to review.
Council clarified some questions on the zoning districts. Mr. Holt asked about religious uses in the Tec-
Flex zoning. Mr. Smith, Dir. of Dev., explained the Federal Law pertaining to religious uses. Mr.
Holt said he does not like the two year allowance for the commencement of construction and referenced
Speedway as an example. He said times change and so do Council Members. He believes there should
be shorter timeframe than two years to begin construction.

Ms. Shields briefly continued through Title III and IV and said they still need work. She shared a web
application that allows someone to click on any parcel in the City and see the existing zoning on one side
and the proposed zoning on the other. She said the next steps would be public participation and detailed
work sessions. The Mayor and Council clarified some questions.
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Mr. Schottke suggested having another Special Lands Committee meeting once Title III and Title IV are
completed.

Y After closing comments, a motion to adjourn was approved by unanimous consent.

Council adjourned at 7:39 p.m.

el Ll o ShHe

Tami K. Kelly, MMC ~ } Roby Schottke
Clerk of Council Lands & Zoning Committee Chair




