CITY OF GROVE CITY, OHIO
COUNCIL MINUTES

August 12, 2024 Special Meeting

The special meeting of Council was called to order by President Houk at 5:30 p.m. in City Hall,

4035 Broadway - Lower Level.

Roll was called and the following members were present:

Jodi Burroughs, Melissa Anderson, Mark Sigrist, Christine Houk, Randy Holt, Ted Berry, Rodney Dew

1.

Mr. Sigrist recognized Mayor Stage for opening remarks.

Mayor Stage thanked Council for having the meeting and said it is a good exercise. He noted that
this is the third year in a row for -0- growth in Income Tax. He said we must get new businesses
with higher paying jobs.

Mr. Sigrist shared slides on: income tax collections for the past 10 years in Grove City; income
tax collections for surrounding communities; a comparison of TIF & other dollars received by
surrounding communities; a comparison of the median household income; the city’s current debt
capacity and millage calculation; a summary of financial highlights.

M. Sigrist noted that the income tax rate for many other surrounding communities in 0.5%
higher. The three Central Ohio suburbs that have built or are currently building a community
center, all did so after their citizens passed a local income tax increase. He explained that a 0.5%
increase would equal $10 million in new revenue.

With respect to debt, Mr. Turner noted that the City only needs 1 mill to pay for the current debt.
He said General Obligation bonds are the most stable and have the cheapest interest. Mr. Holt
asked about leveraging the TIF dollars. Mr. Turner said that could also be done and is the next
best option.

Mr. Sigrist recognized Cindi Fitzpatrick, Deputy CA., to review the 2024 Capital Improvements.
Ms. Fitzpatrick reviewed the completed projects and active projects. Mr. Shannon Hamons, Dir.
of Service, reviewed the DRAFT list of 2025 Capital Improvement Projects, with the assistance of
Jack Castle, Dir. of Parks & Rec. Discussion took place over some of these projects. Mayor
Stage reminded everyone that this is just the draft/preliminary list of projects. It is a starting point
that will get further defined in the coming months. Council Members were shocked to learn about
the idea for Brookpark Middle School and requested a tour of the building. Mr. Sigrist noted that
he would like to see community gardens installed at Brookpark and Pickleball needs to have a high
priority in the 2025 budget. He asked for a dedicated plan for pickleball and community gardens
across the city.

Mr. Sigrist recognized Mr. Vedra, Deputy CA, who shared slides on current staffing. Mr. Vedra
said these were a high level look at staffing and it is always in flux with part-time and seasonal
staff. He shared factors that are affecting police on-boarding and a timeline for on-boarding
police. Discussion took place about unfilled positions and it was confirmed that while there may
be positions listed in Chapter 161, not all positions are funded in the budget.

In closing, Mayor Stage said all this is subject to the Ohio Legislature on income tax and the
police pension fund.




Mr. Sigrist commented that to do big things in Grove City, we will need more income. He said
we need to consider how to go down the path to elevate the community and plan for a community
center and other big projects.

Ms. Houk said an additional revenue stream is needed for big ticket items.

Mr. Holt said he would like to see diligence in looking at the top 10 employers to understand why
they are lower or higher.

6. There being no further questions or comments, a motion to adjourn was approved by unanimous
consent.

Adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Tami K. Kelly, mmc g ime gouk ;

Clerk of Council President of Council
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