CITY OF GROVE CITY, OHIO
COUNCIL MINUTES

October 21, 2024 Regular Meeting

The regular meeting of Council was called to order by President Houk at 7:00 p.m. in City Hall,
4035 Broadway.

Roll was called and the following members were present:

Jodi Burroughs, Melissa Anderson, Mark Sigrist, Christine Houk, Ted Berry, Rodney Dew

L. Mr. Berry moved to excuse Mr. Holt; seconded by Ms. Anderson.
Ms. Burroughs Yes
Ms. Anderson Yes
Mr. Sigrist Yes
Ms. Houk Yes
Mr. Berry Yes
Mr. Dew Yes
2. Ms. Houk moved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting and approve as written; seconded
by Mr. Dew.
Ms. Anderson Yes
Mr. Sigrist Yes
Ms. Houk Yes
Mr. Berry Yes
Mr. Dew Yes
Ms. Burroughs Yes
2; The Chair recognized Mr. Scott Brown, State Auditor’s Office, who presented the Finance Dept.

with the Auditor of State Award of Distinction. Mr. Brown explained that this puts Grove City in
a select group of the 6,000 clients they have. He said just 4% are eligible for this award. He
recognized Council, Administration and the Finance Dept for watching every dollar and having the
people in place that understand fiscal accountability. He recognized Mike Turner, Dir. of
Finance, and presented him with the award.

3. The Chair read the agenda items and they were approved by unanimous consent. The Chair noted
that Council discussed adding an item to the agenda this evening concerning the use of Brookpark
Middle School. However, in light of the Mayor’s commitment to keep the conversation going, no
motion to add this item will be made.

The Chair recognized Ms. Burroughs, Chair of Lands, for discussion and voting under said
Commiittee.

1. Ordinance C-41-24 (Approve the Plat for Farmstead, Phase 5B) was given its first reading. Second
reading and public hearing will be held on Nov. 04, 2024.

2 Ordinance C-42-24 (Approve a Special Use Permit for a Car Rental business for Avis Budget Car
Rental located at 2189 Stringtown Road) was given its first reading. Second reading and public
hearing will be held on Nov. 04, 2024.



Ordinance C-43-24 (Approve a Special Use Permit for a Drive-Thru for Credit Union of Ohio
located at 2336 Stringtown Road) was given its first reading. Second reading and public hearing will
be held on Nov. 04, 2024.

Ordinance C-44-24 (Approve a Special Use Permit for a Drive-Thru for JP Morgan Chase Bank
located at 2811 London-Groveport Road) was given its first reading. Second reading and public
hearing will be held on Nov. 04, 2024.

Ordinance C-45-24 (Approve the Rezoning of 2121 Sonora Drive from C-1 (service commercial) to
C-2 (retail commercial) was given its first reading. Second reading and public hearing will be held
on Dec. 02, 2024.

Resolution CR-45-24 (Approve a Certificate of Appropriateness for the exterior painting of 5968
Hoover Road for Carmen Orthodontics) was given its reading and public hearing.

Dr. Carmen, applicant, was present to answer any questions. He explained that this is a simple
request to paint the brick building white to give it a fresh look and create a sense of vibrancy and
ease for his patients. He said they are trying to make it look less like a bank.

Mr. Rauch, Dir. of Dev., said this is not the typical process, but the Building Division did not feel
comfortable approving this administratively.

There being no additional questions or comments, Ms. Burroughs moved it be approved; seconded
by Ms. Houk.

Mr. Sigrist Yes
Ms. Houk Yes
Mr. Berry Yes
Mr. Dew Yes
Ms. Burroughs Yes
Ms. Anderson Yes

Resolution CR-46-24 (Approve the Development Plan for JP Morgan Chase Bank located at 2811
London Groveport Road) was given its reading and public hearing.

Ms. Ashley Fowler, engineer for petitioner, was present to answer any questions.

There being no additional questions or comments, Ms. Burroughs moved it be approved; seconded
by Ms. Houk.

Ms. Houk Yes
Mr. Berry Yes
Mr. Dew Yes
Ms. Burroughs Yes
Ms. Anderson Yes
Mr. Sigrist Yes

Resolution CR-47-24 (Approve the Development Plan for Nationwide Children’s Close to Home
Center located at 1350 and 1370 Stringtown Road) was given its reading and public hearing.

Mr. Jonathan Welch, representing petitioner, was present to answer any questions.

Ms. Burroughs reviewed the stipulations from Planning Commission and Mr. Welch agreed to all.



Mayor Stage recommended waiving the variances for the signage.

Ms. Houk asked if the petitioner had addressed the driveway issues with Jackson Township. Mr.
Rauch said the Dev. Dept. is working with the Township on this issue.

Ms. Burroughs moved to amend Section 1 of the Resolution to include the following: “, and the
following: 1. Council hereby waives Section 1135.12 to allow for a maximum building height of
41’ 77; 2. Council hereby waives Section 1131.03(49) to allow for parking spaces totaling 162 sq.
ft.; and 3. Council hereby waives Section 1145.16(a)(2) & e(1) to allow for a monument sign with a
total of 60.67 sq. feet at a total height of 9°.”; seconded by Mr. Dew.

Mr. Berry Yes
Mr. Dew Yes
Ms. Burroughs Yes
Ms. Anderson Yes
Mr. Sigrist Yes
Ms. Houk Yes

There being no additional questions or comments, Ms. Burroughs moved it be approved as amended;
seconded by Mr. Dew.

Mr. Dew Yes
Ms. Burroughs Yes
Ms. Anderson Yes
Mr. Sigrist Yes
Ms. Houk Yes
Mr. Berry Yes

Resolution CR-48-24 (Waive certain provisions of Section 1101.07(b) of the Codified Ordinances for
Bluegrass Park Medical Office Building) was given its reading and public hearing.

Mr. Ron Betizel, representing owner, asked for a one year waiver of their approved development to
allow them to continue to work with the property owner.

There being no additional questions or comments, Ms. Burroughs moved it be approved; seconded
by Ms. Houk.

Ms. Burroughs Yes
Ms. Anderson Yes
Mr. Sigrist Yes
Ms. Houk Yes
Mr. Berry Yes
Mr. Dew Yes

The Chair recognized Mr. Dew, Chair of Service, for discussion and voting under said
Committee.

Ordinance C-38-24 (Accept the Grove City Thoroughfare Map) as given its second reading and
public hearing.

Mr. Rauch, Dir. of Dev., explained that the Thoroughfare Map is reviewed from time to time to
update the planning of roads. They look at the functionality of roadways to understand the need for




future alignments and accommodations. This is a tool for development conversations. The lines for
new roads are theoretical in nature, but are a guiding principle that has been thought through by
engineering to provide proper transportation flow in the future. Just because you see a line on the
map, it doesn’t mean that road will come to fruition. Mr. Sigrist asked when the line between
Hoover and Haughn roads was put on the Map. Mr. Rauch said that was added in 2019. This
merely shows a possibility to connect if property owners ever change. Mayor Stage said Gantz Road
and Buckeye Parkway are two examples of roads that were put on the thoroughfare map and
remained for a long time. We have a long history of using this as a guiding document.

Mr. Ron Pfeifer, resident, voiced concern for his previous students who called him with concern for
this road. He said he hears what is being said about the thoroughfare, but his concerns are with the
present. He said they need to look ahead for the children as well. If Murfin Fields is displaced,
where are the children going to go. He said he understands that roads help the city grow, but he
wants to see the kids continue to grow. He said there have been a lot of positive things happen in
Grove City. He said lets continue those good things.

Mr. John Emmerich, Pres. of GCKA, said he has been involved with GCKA for 25 years and is
distressed about this potential road because there has been no conversation with the GCKA Board.
He said he doesn’t understand why it has never been brought up to them. All their programs are on
the rise and there is a need for more park ground in Grove City, not less. He said he understands the
need for future planning, but feels that should include GCKA.

Ms. Houk said she feels this conversation is starting from a foundational misunderstanding. She said
no one is talking about a proposed road, because there is no proposed road. This is a map used for a
planning document and we all understand that the concept behind it is to assess opportunities. He
said we are not looking to close off the entrance for GCKA. The City is looking for more green
space and field space. She said this map was already in existence and the two major changes on this
new planning document are a connection of Hawthorne Parkway and a bypass to the Town Center.
She said she is just trying to provide some clarity.

Mr. Chris Allen, resident, said when you talk about opportunity with Gantz Road that was a wide
open space. Going through Murfin is not a wide open space and you take opportunity away from the
kids. He said they need to have an outlet and a place to play. He said he understands the need for
traffic outlets, but Grove City needs to align the lights so you can get better traffic flow.

Mayor Stage commented that we like to have plans for traffic, but with so many people here, he said
he would erase the line between Haughn and Hoover. However, someday we need to plan for an
east-west roadway in this area.

Mr. Berry moved that the connector road between Haughn and Hoover be removed from Exhibit
“A”; seconded by Ms. Burroughs.

Ms. Anderson Yes
Mr. Sigrist Yes
Ms. Houk Yes
Mr. Berry Yes
Mr. Dew Yes

Ms. Burroughs Yes



Mr. Buskirk, resident, said while he understands the traffic needs and the need for a conceptual plan,
he believes we need the same for green space and that is why he thinks everyone is here.

Mr. Caleb Griffin, resident, said the line may have been removed, but it could be put back. He feels
there is no clarity or transparency and that is why everyone is here. Having the map on the website
is great but he wants it published so everyone would know.

Ms. Janice Astolt, resident, said she believes the area proposed for a road floods and it would not be
advisable to put one there. She also believes that adding more traffic to a road that has been reduced
to 25 mph will cause more delays and congestion.

There being no additional questions or comments, Mr. Dew moved it be approved as amended;
seconded by Mr. Berry.

Mr. Sigrist Yes
Ms. Houk Yes
Mr. Berry Yes
Mr. Dew Yes
Ms. Burroughs Yes
Ms. Anderson Yes

The Chair recognized Mr. Sigrist, Chair of Finance, for discussion and voting under said
Committee.

Ordinance C-40-24 (Amend Exhibit “A” of the Town Center Commercial Revitalization Grant
Program as approved by C-31-18) was given its second reading and public hearing.

Mr. Rauch explained that this would change the existing program to permit a 100% grant — up to
$5,000.00 - for awnings in the Town Center. Ms. Burroughs asked if this already exists in the
Program. Mr. Rauch said it does for 50% of an awning. He said enforcement of replacing ore
repairing awnings requires them to be tattered or moldy. Ms. Burroughs asked if this would be for
existing awnings. Mr. Rauch said existing or new would qualify. Ms. Anderson asked if owners
would have the option and not a “must do” issue. Mayor Stage said yes, all would have the option.
Ms. Houk asked if we would be calling on people to suggest an awning. Mayor Stage said no, but
those that are tattered would be encouraged to use the Program.

There being no additional questions or comments, Mr. Sigrist moved it be approved; seconded by
Ms. Houk.

Ms. Houk Yes
Mr. Berry Yes
Mr. Dew Yes
Ms. Burroughs Yes
Ms. Anderson Yes
Mr. Sigrist Yes

Ordinance C-46-24 (Authorize the City Administrator to enter into an Agreement with Plattenburg &
Associates for Annual Financial Audits) was given its first reading. Second reading and public
hearing will be held on Nov. 04, 2024.

Ordinance C-47-24 (Authorize the City Administrator to enter into an Agreement for GIS Software
Services) was given its first reading. Second reading and public hearing will be held on Nov. 04,
2024.



Ordinance C-48-24 (Authorize the City Administrator to execute the amended and restated Central
Ohio Health Care Consortium Joint-Insurance Agreement) was given its first reading. Second
reading and public hearing will be held on Nov. 04, 2024.

The Chair asked that any new business to be brought before the attention of Council be done
so at this time.

The Chair recognized representatives from Guide Studio for a presentation on the City’s branding
review.

Mr. Walters explained that the City contracted with Guide Studio for a branding of the City. He
introduced Ms. Kelly Frobit, President, for the presentation. Ms. Frobit explained why it is
important to have a branding program and the process they used for Grove City. She said
branding is a communication tool and brings cohesiveness in all aspects for the City. She went
through the slides attached hereto.

Mr. Berry asked if Council would be agreeing to something at some point for this. Mr. Walters
said they were hoping that the Steering Committee would be the approving body.

The Chair recognized representatives from Broadway Live for a presentation.

Mr. Ethan Temianka, and Mr. Tim Kaskuski, Axiom Ventures, shared their vision for Broadway
Live in the Town Center at the corner of Broadway and Columbus St. They showed a quick video
and explained that they have been acquiring more land and wanted to add more uses, such as
shopping and a transformational hub for all kinds of activities. They said the concept would offer
2.5 acres to the City to buy for green space and parking. There would be a large five (50 story
apartment building on Broadway with different materials, along with the entertainment, food,
shopping area on the corner. The slides are attached hereto.

Mr. Boso, City Admin., explained that this proposal includes a $19 million commitment from the
City for the first phase; an $11 million commitment in the second phase. He said the document
shown asks for $30 million from the City to do this project. In addition, this is in a Community
Reinvestment Area and would provide $21 million in a tax break. Mr. Berry asked what the
economic impact would be. Mr. Boso said they are looking into that now.

The Chair recognized members of Administration and Council for closing comments.
Mayor Stage reported on activities and said the Grove City High School Band and Football team

was featured on the Today Show last Friday. He submitted the Mayor’s Court Monthly Report
and Ms. Houk moved to accept same; seconded by Mr. Dew.

Mr. Berry Yes
Mr. Dew Yes
Ms. Burroughs Yes
Ms. Anderson Yes
Mr. Sigrist Yes

After closing comments from Council and Administrative staff members, a motion to adjourn was
approved by unanimous consent.




Adjourned at 9:02 p.m.

no A 4ly (IS

Clerk of Council President of Council

Tami K. Kelly, MMC / Christifie Hpuk
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