CITY OF GROVE CITY, OHIO
COUNCIL MINUTES

August 18, 2025 Regular Meeting

The regular meeting of Council was called to order by President Houk at 7:00 p.m. in City Hall,
4035 Broadway.

Roll was called and the following members were present:

Jodi Burroughs, Melissa Anderson, Christine Houk, Randy Holt, Ted Berry, Rodney Dew

1. Ms. Houk moved to excuse Mr. Wilson; seconded by Ms. Anderson.
Ms. Burroughs Yes
Ms. Anderson Yes
Ms. Houk Yes
Mr. Holt Yes
Mr. Berry Yes
Mr. Dew Yes
2 Ms. Houk moved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting and approve as written; seconded
by Mr. Dew.
Ms. Anderson Yes
Ms. Houk Yes
Mr. Holt Yes
Mr. Berry Yes
Mr. Dew Yes
Ms. Burroughs Yes
3. The Chair read the agenda items and they were approved by unanimous consent.

The Chair recognized Ms. Burroughs, Chair of Lands, for discussion and voting under said
Committee.

1. Resolution CR-33-25 (Set Forth, as required by Section 709.023 of the Ohio Revised Code, the
Municipal Services that can be furnished to 26+ acres located at 4910 Hoover Road in Jackson
Township upon its Annexation to the City of Grove City) was given its reading and public hearing
and Ms. Burroughs moved it be approved; seconded by Ms. Houk.

Ms. Houk Yes
Mr. Holt Yes
Mr. Berry Yes
Mr. Dew Yes
Ms. Burroughs Yes
Ms. Anderson Yes
The Chair recognized Mr. Dew, Chair of Service, for discussion and voting under said
Committee.
1; Ordinance C-33-25 (Declaring the realignment of North Meadows Drive is a benefit to the Pinnacle

Tax Increment Financing Development Area) was given its second reading and public hearing and




Mr. Dew moved it be approved; seconded by Ms. Burroughs.

Mr. Holt Yes
Mr. Berry Yes
Mr. Dew Yes
Ms. Burroughs Yes
Ms. Anderson Yes
Ms. Houk Yes

The Chair recognized Mr. Holt, Chair of Finance, for discussion and voting under said
Committee.

Ordinance C-34-25 (Appropriate $75,000.00 from the General Fund for the Current Expense of the
Southwestern City School District Adult HUB Training Program) was given its first reading. Second
reading and public hearing will be held on Sept. 02, 2025.

Resolution CR-34-25 (Authorizing the City Administrator to seek financial assistance from the State
Capital Improvement Program/Local Transportation Improvement Program for funding of the
Stringtown Road and Marlane Drive Improvements) was given its reading and public hearing.

Mr. Boso, City Admin., explained that this project would place a median down Stringtown Road
from Marlane Dr. to Gantz Rd. to prevent left turns.

There being no additional questions or comments, Mr. Holt moved it be approved; seconded by Ms.
Anderson.

Mr. Berry Yes
Mr. Dew Yes
Ms. Burroughs Yes
Ms. Anderson Yes
Mr. Wilson Yes
Ms. Houk Yes
Mr. Holt Yes

The Chair recognized Mr. Berry, Chair of Parks, for discussion and voting under said
Committee.

Resolution CR-32-25 (Approval by Council to invest Staff time and to expend Financial Resources at
Brookpark Middle School) was given its reading and public hearing.

Mr. Castle, Dir. of Parks & Rec., explained that there is a need for classroom space and a desire to
offer more classes. He said they get calls daily and they have no space. He said this is about
offering classes for all ages in a safe, affordable, neighborhood hub without an overwhelming capital
cost. He said they would implement this in two phases - first would be to set up the space in a safe
nature, while planning the programming, recruiting teachers, sign-ups, etc.; second they would move
in, keep all build-outs portable and reversible, etc. He said they would report back to Council with
their progress. Mr. Berry asked about the budget. Mr. Castle said they think $27,000.00 can get
them set up for this year. In the future, they would have an understanding of what would be needed
going forward and allowed by Council.

Ms. Burroughs said she has toured Brookpark twice and believes there are a lot of opinions on what
should be done with Brookpark. She said she sees a lot of opportunity with Brookpark but doesn’t
believe the $27,000.00 is going to get us to where we need to be. She would like to take a step back
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and have more detail on cost, insurance, staffing, operations, etc. She said she can see this filling the
gap until there is a Community Center but wants some more detail. She said the Mayor mentioned a
Memorandum of Understanding with the SWCS and would like to have those details.

Mayor Stage commented that if the City wanted to rent space at a church or other location, they
would not be going through this exercise. He said we have a demand; we need a bridge; no one has
come up with any other solution; and no matter what we do, we need space. He said using an
outside vendor would not require this type of rigor, but they are willing to do anything because they
feel it is the right thing to do. He said they share services with the School System and there is no
incremental cost - they would just use the resources available.

Ms. Houk thanked the Mayor for his willingness to allow Council to get their questions answered
and get on the same page. She asked Council to send in their questions so they are ready on Sept. 2.
She shared that she is looking for any IT support, Service Dept. support, having a larger sense of
how these four classrooms fit into the Parks Master Plan. She said we made a significant investment
in Parks & Rec. in 2025 and this is a perfect opportunity to understand where we are, as the use of
Brookpark was not included or made part of that increase during last budget cycle.

Ms. Anderson asked if we knew how many more people and programs this will serve per month.
Mr. Castle said they do not, but they could project those figures once programming is selected. Ms.
Anderson said she would like to understand how much we are truly putting into a building and how
many people and programs it will serve. She said if it is $200 per person, she will struggle with that
cost. She also asked for a statement from the Park Board. She also noted the desire of Council to
have a longer term contract before investing funds into this building. She asked what would be taken
away from having staff in different locations. She wondered what space would open up at Kingston
Ave. now that Rec School has their own space back. She said she is struggling with the fact that we
have gotten to this point and now it is so dire. Finally, she said this is a mixed use building with
other entities and she voiced concern over safety - bathroom use, who will be coming into building at
same time.

Mr. Stage said there would be a separate entrance and have a wheelchair ramp. He said we have a
very experienced Parks & Rec. person who will not put the City in a liability situation. He said we
run programs all over the City and have people separated today at many locations. He said it is not a
question of safety - if it were, they would not be asking to use the space. They are not trying to
make the City liable in any way. They are trying to fill a gap. He said if someone can come up with
some room that we can use at no cost, he is all ears. He said they will get Council answers to all
their questions.

Mr. Holt said Ord. C-22-25 got them to this point and the impetus of this discussion was to make
sure Council was involved in any investment in Brookpark. He said this is a positive outcome and he
would like to treat this as a project with a finite start and end, a budget, and utilization numbers that
can be reported on after the fact. He also would be interested in the proforma of the Parks & Rec.
budget between now and the end of the year to understand if we spent the increased amount in 2025
or if there is a surplus. He said, generally, he feels this is moving in the right direction and will
continue to support it.

There being no additional questions or comments, Mr. Berry moved it be postponed until 9/2/25;
seconded by Ms. Houk.

Mr. Dew Yes
Ms. Burroughs Yes
Ms. Anderson No
Ms. Houk Yes




Mr. Holt No
Mr. Berry Yes

The Chair asked that any new business to be brought before the attention of Council be done
so at this time.

Mr. James Russell and Ms. Ashley Senn, Pizzuti, presented a report on the Committee work that
has been completed for a Community Center. He explained that they started with a review of the
preliminary plan from PROS Consulting. The original proposal was for a 120,000 sq. ft. Center.
Their proposal adds 14,000 sq. ft. for Senior Center space; 5,000 sq. ft. for a competition pool,
2,000 sq. ft. for a teaching and demo kitchen, 2,000 sq. ft. for community rooms, 800 sq. ft. for
conference/training rooms, 700 sq. ft. for aquatic party rooms, 22,504 sq. ft. for
maintenance/gross footage space, 20,129 sq. ft. for circulation, which equals 188,500 total square
feet. He said this is important to know when looking for sites and wanting expansion space. He
said the Site Selection Committee also suggested a tournament/champion soccer field. He said this
would add $18 mil. to the cost. He explained that the Committee evaluated sites, using 59 criteria
items that got weighted. He said they ended up with 18 sites for review. After a multi-layered
scoring process, the final list came in with six (6) sites — plus the YMCA and Brookpark. He said
all the sites have challenges. He showed a slide for each of the six (6) top sites and how they might
be used. He explained that a minimum of 15.4 acres are needed. He said three (3) of the site can
accommodate both the Community Center and a soccer facility or there could be multiple areas to
accommodate both. He said Pizzuti suggests that they be careful locating everything in one space
so it does not burden the residents with poor accessibility and usage. Next, Ashley Senn shared
findings from the Finance Committee. She explained that the Committee looked at how the
membership fee could be used for recovering the operational costs of the Center. It was decided
that they would like to have a 75% recovery rate by the third year. For the remaining 25%, the
first option suggested is to increase the Income Tax. The second option would be to reach out to
SWCS, Jackson Township, and the GC Parks Foundation for funding. The Committee thought
this might be a good fundraiser for the GC Parks Foundation and may help pre-sale memberships.
There could also be a third party who would rent space from the City. As for the Capital
Funding, with a base price of $110 million, the Committee recommends extending the Pinnacle
TIFF until 2050 and give Jackson Township residents the Grove City residency membership rate,
as an inducement. They also recommend advancing the design of the Center now to keep that cost
down and to have something to share with voters before asking to increase the Income Tax. If
design is delayed, it may add an additional $3.5 mill to the cost.

Mayor Stage asked how much would be needed to begin the design phase now. Ms. Senn said
$2.5 million.

Ms. Houk said it is important for the community to understand that the Income Tax gets increased
through a vote of the GC voters, not by Council. She also had Mr. Castle explain the GC Parks &
Rec. Foundation, who said this is a new Foundation that they are finalizing the details for.

Mr. Carter Dowell, resident, voiced concern over the Charter discussions. He said he has concern
over removing the Mayor’s veto power; not having the ability to vote for Mayor; and believes that
gutting the current form of government is dangerous. A City Manager would be loyal to Council
rather than the voters/constituents/residents of the city. He feels that they could limit the current
mayoral duties/powers instead of changing the form of government.

The Chair recognized members of Administration and Council for closing comments.

Mayor Stage announced that the State of the City will be held on October 16, 2025 and the State
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of Ohio Director of the Department of Development will speak. He attended the Ohio Mayor’s
alliance. The City received an excellent report from the Auditor’s this year. The Dev. Dept.
received an application for a marijuana dispensary today for a facility on Jackpot Road, by the
Recover Center. He announced the Drone Show for Labor Day; and a new flagpole on
Stringtown Rd. for First Responders, which will be dedicated around 9/11. Finally, the Haughn
Road bike path, from Paul C. Hayes to J.C. Sommer, is open.

2; After closing comments from Council and Administrative staff members, a motion to adjourn was
approved by unanimous consent.

Adjourned at 8:43 p.m.

\J//}fﬂw 7§ @(@///

Tami K. Kelly, MMC Christine Hpuk
Clerk of Council :,- President of Council
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CITY OF GROVE CITY, OHIO
COUNCIL CAUCUS NOTES

August 18, 2025

Council met at 6:30 p.m. in City Hall, 4035 Broadway.
Council Members reviewed the Agenda items.
Council retired to the Chambers to begin the Regular meeting.
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Tami K. Kelly, MMC 7/ Chiisfine Houk” ™~
Clerk of Council / President of Council



